{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 5OO                  LIFE  AND   TIMES   OF   STEIN.         [PART IX.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 the former kind, and held aloof all from whom he could fear contradiction or dissentient opinion.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Here follows the paragraph quoted above about his retirement in 1815. He then continues :}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 When in 1823 under the Ministry of VOKS the Provincial Estates were organised the Crown Prince commanded me to make a report on the subject, but scarcely any attention was paid to it.... All this 1ms led me to the resolution of remnining quietly in my country house, and my province, and not going to Jlerlin this winter\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 to be sure the Town Ordinance will come up for discus\-sion in the Council of State, but I do not think I need take part in it, (r) because the plan laid before the Council l>y the Ministry lias my approval in all the important points: (2) because my remarks have been already communicated to Minister v. Schuek-mann in 1827 and 1828. They deal with a matter which 1 should like your Excellency to consider, the formation in the towns of a Society of Notables furnished with the franchise, active and passive, in order to make this sort of election depend not exclusively on property, as it docs now, but on. intelligence as well.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 I do not mean to be inactive, or a mere collator of MSS. and documents, but I would be active in proportion to the position assigned me by Providence, and occupy myself with the affairs of the Province, Circle, and Commune which I inhabit, as Marshal, Member of the Circle, Member of the Commune.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 If your Excellency will consider what I have laid before you, you will be disposed, I hope, to believe that I do not consume the remainder of my days in idleness, or absorbed in matters of little immediate practical importance. No doubt much in my present mode of action is caused by my age; it loves rest, my powers decline, the bonds that fetter me to the earth loosen; were I but ten years younger, a journey in winter, a residence in a great town, seven Courts, and manifold social duties, would not look at all as they do to me in my seventy-second year.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 So far of the occupations in which Stein's last years were spent. They are not of such importance}\par }